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SUBJECT: COMMENT ON AMERASINGHE MEETING DECEMBER 13-14 
REF : USUN 5698 

1 . SHORT INFORMAL VERSION OF AMERASINGHE'S SUMMARY (REFTEL) 

OF DECEMBER 13-14 MEETING AT UN REFLECTS DISCUSSION ACCURAT- 
ELY. 

2. FYI: WITH RESPECT TO THIS STUDY, THERE EXISTS OBVIOUS 
DANGER THAT QUOTE EXPERTS UNQUOTE OF UN ORGANIZATIONS 
(UNCTAD, UNDP) WILL NOT FORMULATE PROPOSALS ACCEPTABLE TO US, 

AND WE ARE EXPLORING HOW TO ASSURE THAT US AND ALLIED VIEWS 
ARE TAKEN FULLY INTO ACCOUNT WHEN THOSE PROPOSALS ARE BEING 
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FORMULATED. END FYI. 

3. WITH RESPECT TO THOSE SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES THAT REQUIRE 
FURTHER WORK AND NEGOTIATION AT INTERSESSIONAL AND SEVENTH 
SESSION, CONSENSUS AT END OF DECEMBER 13-14 MEETING WAS 
IDENTICAL TO THAT REACHED AT MEETING CONVENED BY EVENSEN IN 
GENEVA NOVEMBER 14-18 (STATE 294137). MAJOR DIFFERENCE, 
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WHICH GIVES LATER CONSENSUS MORE WEIGHT, IS THAT AMERASINGHE 
MEETING WAS OFFICIAL, OPEN-ENDED LAW OF THE SEA CONFERENCE 
ACTIVITY ATTENDED BY LARGE NUMBER OF COUNTRIES. 

4. COMMITTEE I CHAIRMAN PAUL ENGO, WITH SOME SHOW OF 
MAGNANIMITY, WAS SOMEWHAT CONCILIATORY WITH RESPECT TO THE 
STANDING OF THE SEABEDS TEXT COMMONLY ATTRIBUTED TO HIS 
OWN HAND. ENGO ADMITTED THAT, NOTWITHSTANDING PAST STATE- 
MENTS BY QUOTE SUSPECTFUL INDIVIDUALS UNQUOTE (READ US), 

THE ICNT PROVISIONS ON FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS DID NOT REP- 
RESENT A NEGOTIATED SOLUTION (NOR DID HE INTEND TO PRESENT 
THEM AS SUCH WHEN PUTTING THEM IN THE ICNT). THE IMPLICA- 
TION WAS THAT THE SEABEDS TEXT AS A WHOLE REQUIRES FURTHER 
WORK. ENGO WAS AGREEABLE TO THE CONCEPT OF HOLDING BOTH 
THE INTERSESSIONAL AND THE SEVENTH SESSION IN PLENARY 
SESSION UNDER THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF THE PRESIDENT, WITH 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN ON THE DAIS FOR ADVICE. 

5. AS WE DID AFTER THE EVENSEN MEETING, WE WOULD LIKE TO 
CAUTION POSTS AGAINST AN OPTIMISTIC READING OF THE RESULTS 
OF THE DECEMBER 13-14 MEETING. IT REMAINS TO BE SEEN 
WHETHER THE GENERAL WILLINGNESS TO CONSIDER SEABEDS AS A 
PRIORITY ITEM AT THE INTERSESSIONAL WILL BE MATCHED BY SUF- 
FICIENT REASONABLENESS ON THE SUBSTANCE OF THE SEABEDS 
TEXT. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 STATE 303231 

VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MEETINGS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 20-Dec-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE303231 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: ABERLIND/AD 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770475-0832 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 9771 234/aaaabcor. tel 

Line Count: 95 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: ff53cbff-c1 88-ddl 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN DLOS 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 USUN NEW YORK 5698 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 165051 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: COMMENT ON AMERASINGHE MEETING DECEMBER 13-14 
TAGS: PLOS 
To: ALL POSTS 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/ff53cbff-c1 88-ddl 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



